HISTORY OF TRADE

Ex. 1. VOCABULARY LIST

    to hunt




luxuries

    to develop



quantity

    to trade




links

    to establish



valuable

    to dominate



voyage

    to learn




routes

    own




rival

    varied




raw material

    common




manufacturer

    necessities

Ex.2. Choose according to the definition

1. To make various products




a) To export

2. The activities of selling goods or services


b) To import

3. To sell or buy goods in the market



c) Community

4. The population living in one location


d) Goods

5. A commodity or service satisfying human needs
e) To produce

6. To buy from another country



f)Trade, commerce

7. To sell to foreign countries




g) To trade 

Ex. 3. Learn to read the following geographical names:

Mesopotamia, Egypt, Arabia, Syria, Crete, Cyprus, Rhodes, Greek, Phoenicians, Athens, Europe, Asia, The Roman Empire, Rome, Venice, Genoa, Spain, Portugal, the Dutch. BC, AD. China.

READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER THE QUESTION:

What types of trade did people exercise throughout the ages?

THREE THOUSAND YEARS OF WORLD TRADE

In a very distant past people produced most of what they needed for themselves. They grew or hunted for their own food, and made their own simple tools. But little by little they learned that they could have more varied goods by trading.

The earliest trade we do know something about is the caravan trade across the deserts of Asia around 2500 BC, to and from cities in Mesopotamia, Egypt and Arabia. The goods carried by animals were light but valuable, things such as gold and precious stones - that is, luxuries and not necessities.

          

After this, trade by sea started to become more common.  The Phoenicians on the coast of Syria were the first to develop commerce by sea around 1000 BC. Trading from ports in Syria to Crete, Cyprus, Rhodes and other Greek islands. The Phoenicians were manufacturers.  They exported metalware, glassware and textiles. 

          Athens was the first big commercial city in Europe, and it was the first community to import and export necessities (not just luxuries) in large quantities. The Roman 

 Empire (27 BC - 476 AD) was the next big trading community. The city of Rome itself produced little, but it imported a lot. It was the political and financial center of the Empire.

          In the 12th and 13th centuries, Venice and Genoa became the world’ leading trade centers. In 1271, the Venetian, Marco Polo, went by land and sea to China and helped establish trading links. Venice was well placed to be the main European  commercial center. 

         The modern world began as the “ Age of Discoveries”. The great voyages of  Spanish and Portuguese explorers opened up new trade routes to the Americas, Africa  and India. This was the beginning of ocean travel. By the 17th century, the Dutch  dominated the world’s trade, with the French and the English as their close rivals. All  three nations imported sugar, tobacco, tea and coffee into Europe from the tropical  lands of East and West Indies.

         During the 19th century, the industrial revolution led to greater production, and   the pattern of world trade started to become what it is today.

Ex. 4. Choose the correct variant on the basis of the text

1. People learned that they could have more varied goods by

              a) hunting for their own food

              b) trading


   c) traveling a lot.

2. The earliest trade we do know something about is

             a) ocean trade


  b) trade by sea


  c) caravan trade

3. The nation that was the first to develop commerce by sea was

            a) The Greeks


 b) The Phoenicians


 c) The Dutch

4. Athens was the first community to export and import


a) coal


b) potatoes


c) necessities in large quantities

5. Venice and Genoa became the world’s leading trade centers in


a)  during the 19th century


b) in the 12th and 13th centuries


c) nowadays

6. The beginning of ocean trade was started by 


a) European companies


b) Spanish and Portuguese explorers


c) industrial revolution

7. By the 17th century the world’s trade was dominated by


a) the Dutch


b) Indian traders


c)  Roman Empire

8. France and England imported sugar, tobacco, tea and coffee into Europe from


a) Africa


b) East and West Indies


c) the coast of Syria

Ex. 5. Complete the sentences:

1. In the distant past people learned that they could have more varied...

2. The earliest trade we do know something about is...

3. The Phoenicians were the first ...

4.  The Phoenicians exported ...

5. Athens was the first community to ...

6. Venice was well place to be ...

7. The modern world began as the ...

8. By the 17th century the Dutch dominated...

9. During the 19th century, the industrial revolution led to ...

Ex. 6. Answer the questions:

1. Why did people first start trading?

2. What do we know about the early traders?

3. Who were the first to start trade by sea?

4. What did the Phoenicians export?

5. What was the first big commercial city in Europe?

6. Did the city of Rome produce a lot?

7. What cities were the first to establish commercial links with China?

8. Who opened up new trade routes to the Americas, Africa and India?

9. What countries imported sugar, tobacco, tea and coffee into Europe?

Ex. 7. Agree or disagree with the following:

1. In the distant past people imported and exported their own tools and food.

2. Little by little people learned that they could have more varied goods by producing

     them.

3. The earliest trade is the caravan trade across the deserts of Asia.

4. The caravan traders carried goods that were light but valuable.

5. The Phoenicians were the first to develop commerce by sea.

6. The Phoenicians imported metalware, glassware and textiles.

7. Athens was the first big commercial city to import and export luxuries in large quantities.

8. In the 12th and 13th centuries Venice and Genoa became the worlds’ leading trade centers.

9. Vasco da Gama helped establish trading links with Chine.

10. Marco Polo opened up new trade routes to the Americas, Africa and India.

11. During the 19th century the pattern of world trade started to become what it is today. 

Ex. 8. Use correct tense-forms.

1. Britain and other countries of northern Europe (to form) big companies, and each (to give) a certain part of the world (to explore) and (to exploit).  The new companies (to penetrate) into distant lands, and (to bring back) new products: tomatoes, potatoes,  cocoa, corn.  Luxuries such as spices and silks (to arrive) from the East. They (re-export) then by ships to ports in other countries. 

Ex. 9. Correct mistakes.

WORLD TRADE. Nations can gains by trading with one another because the   resources of the world is not distributed evenly. World production would be greater if  each nation specialized in production of the goods it could provide most easily.   The  United States, Japan and many other nations have worked much to increase world  trade. In 1957 six European nations forming the European Economic Community   (EEC), also called the European Common Market. Since then, several other nations has joined the EEC.

Ex. 10. Give all possible answers to the following questions:

     
1. Why do nations gain by trading with one another?


2. What is EEC?

     
3. Why was EEC formed?

     
4. What is import?

      
5. What is export?

      
6. What goods does your country export?

      
7. What goods does your country import? 
     

